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7a “Hurry or you'll never make it” 


4or your Comuewsience 


and easy reference, we are including 
with this issue of LUTHER LIFE 
a complete INDEX 
to all major items 
that have appeared in the magazine since its begin- 


ning in January, 1951, through December, 1957. 


Yearly indexes are now printed in December issues. 
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ADDRESS CHANGE AND RENEWALS 


should be sent to: Luther League of America, 2900 Queen 
Lane, Philadelphia 29, Pa. Please allow four weeks for the 
change to be effective. To insure accuracy, send your 


present address sticker and your new address. 


Conference Rallies in West 


Recent conference rallies were held 
in the Pacific-Southwest. 


Theme of the Northern conference 
was “To Live In Christ.” 200 leagu- 
ers attended the rally at which Lonne 
Baldwin, San Francisco, was elected 
president. 

Southern conference guest speakers 
included Pastors John Simmons, 
Wayne Wickoren, Stan Olson, and 


Paul Nakamura. Themed “Christ, th 
Lord of the Living,” the rally wa 
attended by 325. The gavel is nov 
being held by Deanna Hardman, Al 
tadena. 

Arizona conference leaguers electe« 
Pete Kurce of Phoenix. There wer 
100 in attendance at their rally. 

Hawaii conference themed its rall 
“The Truth Shall Make You Free.’ 
Guest speaker was Pastor Thomas All 
port. Stephen Sato from Lihue, Kauai 
is president. 


Once a Luther Leaguer gets something set in his mind, it stick 
LLA headquarters staff thanks the many synodical papers which ar 
notifying leaguers of the new LLA address. But come on fellas and gal 
read your own papers. The following is typical: 


One synodical newspaper printed in huge letters on page one: 


THE OLD MAGIC NUMBER, 1228, IS NO MORE. IT MOVED. YES THE LUTHER 
LEAGUE IS NOW LOCATED IN ITS BIG NEW QUARTERS AT 2900 QUEEN LANE, 
PHILADELPHIA 29, PA. REMEMBER THIS NEW ADDRESS WHEN WRITING LILA. 


Guess where they sent us the copy of this newspaper! 


Leaguer Won Song Contest 


Baltimore City College, oldest high 
school in the Maryland city, needed 
a new school song. A call went out 
for a young composer. 

Charles Beatty submitted his song 
‘Castle on the Hill.” His was selected 
from many manuscripts and introduced 
at graduating ceremonies in January. 
(He was in the graduating class.) His 
song has received wide acclaim in 
music and youth circles. 

Charles has been an active leaguer, 
irst with the league at Bethany Lu- 
heran Church, and now with the Holy 
Comforter league. His mother and 
‘father, Mr. and Mrs. Clair Beatty, 
rave been active in district, state, and 
ocal league work for-many years. 


Luebke Wins Fellowship 


Neil Luebke, member-at-large of 
-LA and former missions division 
hhairman, has been awarded a one- 


ear fellowship to study philosophy at 
ohns Hopkins University, Baltimore, 
aryland, by the Woodrow Wilson 
ational Fellowship Foundation. 


Woodrow Wilson fellows 
ust exhibit an interest in 
zaching. The grants of $1,- 
0 plus tuition enables 
ung scholars to try their 
terests in the first year of 


snior Luther Leaguers of Holy 
inity Lutheran Church, Belle- 
se, long Island, N. Y., an- 
unced Lenten services in a 
ique way. 


graduate work and thus determine if 
they wish to enter college and univer- 
sity teaching careers. 

Over 6,000 applicants were con- 
sidered by the regional committees 
before the finalists were given per- 
sonal interviews. Neil is the first Mid- 
lander to receive this scholastic honor. 


Virginians See Japan 


The leagues of Resurrection Lu- 
theran Church, Arlington, Virginia, 
spent a whole month emphasizing the 
JCME theme, Japan. The senior 
leaguers had three topics concerned 
with the study of missions in Japan. 

Junior league boys made kites to 
resemble the kites Japanese boys fly 
on Boys Day. The girls made Japanese 
dolls for a display. 

The grand finale was a dinner in 
Japanese style served by the Women 
of the Church. Guests sat on the floor 
at low tables and ate with chop sticks. 
The menu consisted of rice soup, tea, 
sandwiches, bits of beef and fish, fruit, 
caramels, and fortune cookies. Guests 
of honor were Dr. and Mrs. L.S.G. 
Miller, former missionaries to Japan. 


Officers of Butte 
League, and pastors 
(L to R) front row: 
Fink, Dinny 
Foley, and Jay Kelly; 


Ken 


back row: Romell 
Snyder, Judy Sny- 
der, Rev. R. E. Fel- 


lows (speaker), Pas- 
tor M. O. Lee, Bar- 
bara Basset, and 


Marilyn Saari. 


Confirmands Dined 


The United Lutheran leaguers at 
Butte, Montana, sponsored a confir- 
mation dinner in honor of the 1958 
confirmands March 16. 

Pastor R. E. Fellows of Redeemer 
Lutheran in Livingston and former 
pastor at United Lutheran was the 
guest speaker. His topic was “'Confir- 


Hong-Kong and Japan. 


“Around the World” 


Gus Wedemeyer, our 1957-58 youth associate, will be spending a 
interesting summer before returning to seminary in September. In lat 
May, he left for a six week visit to Europe. There he will visit several o 
our overseas guests of last summer. He will join Judy Ford at the Lise 
lund, Denmark Youth Conference as a 

Following the Denmark meeting, Gus will be traveling through th 
middle east to India, where he will visit our ULCA mission field in th 
Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church. In early August he will begin 
three week World Council of Churches’ Work Camp in Malaya. 

On the return home, Gus plans to visit Lutheran mission work i 


mation Vows and How To Keep 
Them.” 

All members of the congregation 
and their families were invited to at- 
tend. There was a large turn out. 

The leaguers provided a special pro- 
gram of music and skits and follow- 
ing the dinner they all worked to 
gether to make short work of stack 
of dishes. 


“special youth observer.” 


Prexy Goes to Europe 


LLA president Judy Ford will be the only official youth delegate from 
he states to the Lutheran World Federation Youth Leaders Conference, 
luly 7-11, Liselund, Denmark. Joining several youth directors from the 
Jnited States, Judy will represent American Lutheran youth interests 
it the meeting. 

Among the agenda items for the Liselund meeting is a consideration 
of the visitors exchange of last summer. In this connection, Judy will 
‘isit several of our 1957 guests in their home-land situations. She will 
»bserve youth work and participate in youth activities in Sweden, Ger- 
nany, and France. She will be an official youth observer for the July 
4-18 meeting of the LWF Commission on Stewardship and Congrega- 
ional Life in Sweden. 

Besides these international contacts for LLA, our president will be 
epresenting LLA at several synodical conventions and serving on the 
taff of the Caravan briefing sessions, Wittenberg College, Springfield. 


Leaguers Go Dramatic 


The response to a play staged by 
eaguers of Trinity Lutheran, Ann 
Arbor, was so great that the leaguers 
vere asked to present it at the Luther 
eague of Michigan convention in 
une. 

The play, ‘The Resurrection,’ was 

iginally given at Trinity Church for 
he congregation on Palm Sunday 
ifternoon. Setting for the play is the 
ome of Joseph of Arimathea on the 
ight before the Resurrection. The 
lay closes with the announcement of 
ne Resurrection. 
A member of the congregation de- 
gned and made the costumes for the 
eaguers. An offering was received to 
ay for the costumes. And the surplus 
vas given to the organ fund. 


The Church Enlarged 


The baptized membership of the 
‘nited Lutheran Church in America 


s reached a record total of 2,395,197. 
ow 


For the first time in its history, 
America’s largest Lutheran body—the 
United Lutheran Church in America— 
is establishing a congregation in the 
state of Utah. 

With its first mission in Utah, the 
2,336,000-member United Lutheran 
Church will have nearly 4,500 congre- 
gations in 45 states, seven Canadian 
provinces, Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico 
and the Virgin Islands. 

e 


The Rev. Otto A. Bremer, 35, who 
has been active in student circles for 
many years, has been named assistant 
executive secretary of the Division of 
College and University Work of the 
National Lutheran Council. He is ex- 
pected to assume the post early this 


summer, 
e 


The constitution and by-laws for 
a new three-million-member Lutheran 
Church are to be submitted to the 
1960 conventions of the four church 
bodies engaged in the current merger 
negotiations. 


Presidents Meet in Hollywood 

Pacific Southwest leaguers used 
“God Speaks Through Your Leader- 
ship” as the theme for their presi- 
dents’ conference at Hollywood Lu- 
theran Church, 

Keynote address was made by the 
synodical league president, Todd 
Hardman, Dr, Carl V. Tambert and 
Pastor Jerry Pederson were also speak- 
ers. 

The five-point program was pre- 
sented by Pastor Stan Olson and the 
divisional secretaries: Suzi Distel, Pete 
Kurce, Bruce Poole, Ron Kell, and 
Joe Wiegandt. Devotions were led by 
presidents of the various conferences. 


COLLEGES 


Strengthened and expanded aca- 
demic training for Allentown Hospital 
School of Nursing students will be in- 
augurated next September with the 
cooperation of Muhlenberg College. 

The new program calls for first-year 
nursing AG ts to take all of their 


academic work in normal classes at 
Muhlenberg. 
Student nurses will have all the 


privileges of Muhlenberg — students, 
will be recognized as members of the 
student body, and will receive full 
college credit for the college-level 
courses that will be required, They 
will, however, reside at the School of 
Nursing and receive all of their clin- 
ical instruction at the hospital, 


NEWBERRY 

Four students from Newberry Col- 
lege attended Little Ashram in North 
Carolina, on April 18, 19, 20. Main 
speaker was Dr, Edmund A, Steimle, 
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professor at the Lutheran Theologica 
Seminary, Philadelphia. 

Little Ashram is the annual gather. 
ing of Lutheran students in the South: 
east, 


WITTENBERG 


The Wittenberg students work ir 
close contact with the local Lutherar 
Inner Mission Society. Twenty stu 
dents serve as teachers at the Missior 
as well as directing the Mission choi: 
and the Sunday School. Another sery 
ice by Wittenberg students involve: 
tutoring at the Oesterlen Home fo: 
Children, another Lutheran institutior 
in Springfield. Twenty-five student: 
give of their time to help the childre 
at this home. Four years ago the stu 
dents began a program of visitation it 
institutions, They now visit six home 
regularly. 

e 

For the third straight year Witte 
berg’s Choir will sing on the Unite 
Lutheran Series of the Protestant Hou 
radio program. 

The choir will be heard on 11 pre 
grams, starting Sunday, June 22, an 
continuing through Sunday, Aug. 3 
Directed by Prof. L. David Mille 
head of the School of Music, it will b 
heard about 12 minutes on each pr¢ 
gram. 


PROBLEM 
stay-laters & dutch treat CORNER 


ROBLEM 


Whenever | have some of my friends over to the house for any- 
hing, they behave fine. My parents never complain about this. But my 
riends won’t go home at any reasonable hour. This bothers my par- 
ints. It bothers me too, because often I’m tired and want to go to bed, 
ind they just stay and stay. Hinting doesn’t do any good. | can yawn 
n their faces all night long, and they'll keep on playing records or 
juzzling coke. | want to keep my friends, but not so late. 


\NSWER 


The world is plagued by people who are either too stupid or too 
elfish to take a hint. In either case you have to go beyond the hint to 
he urge, from the urge to the push, from the push to the shove, or even 
o the bounce. (Or learn to sleep with your eyes open.) 

If your friends won’t leave, you can console yourself with the knowl- 
dge that they either like your company or your refreshments. Cut down 
in the coke content of your refrigerator. Maybe you can get them to 
un out at the same time the coke does. 

What happens if you say, “Well, sorry, but I’ve got to get up to- 
Aerrow morning; Thanks for coming.” This has been done by other 
olks | know—without loss of friendships. 

Occasionally, though, you do run into people who cannot be shook. 
Vith these you just have to be as firm as necessary. Don’t criticize your- 
elf for being rude to them. The fact is that they are being rude to you. 
hey may resent you for pointing out their rudeness, but if you phrase 
our comments graciously and force a big smile as you slam the door 
ehind them, chances are they'll be back with the crowd next time you 
ave open house—older but no wiser. 


ROBLEM 

A girl friend and | go out a lot together to movies and plays. We’re 
ust friends, but we like each other’s company. She feels we ought to 
o “dutch.” What do you think 


INSWER 

| think you should, too. Once in a while, though, it would be nice 
» do a little something special for her. Maybe she gets a bigger allow- 
ce than you, or earns more money. Who supplies transportation, pays 
*” gas or car fare? 

By the way, this “just friends” relationship is a wonderful thing, 
vt can rarely be kept that way. Solves a multitude of social problems 
ithout creating any! It takes considerable maturity to maintain. 


the silence 


of your youth 


for every one who 
calls you a sissy, 
there will be dozens who 


call you a saint. 


by DON BRAVIN 


Re TEEN years are a wonderfu 
time of life! 

Perhaps those of us who have s« 
recently left their wake are most con 
scious of their bliss, They’re the year: 
of Friday night football games, Holly. 
wood mufflers and dual exhausts, El 
vis Presley and Haley’s falling stars 
dates at the drive-in, cokes and ham 
burgers, and all the other marks whict 
make disguise impossible for the one: 
who bear the teen-age label. 


No Definition 


There’s something mysterious—al 
most unexplainable—about those years 
Like the voyager on board ship, star 
ing ahead to catch a glimpse of th 
land which seems to be so far away 
the pre-teen anxiously waits momen 
after moment and day after day t 
plant his newly-bought stompers o 
the soil of high school life. 

And when those years finally arriv 
—well, they're different. There's n 
other way to describe them. The tee 
ager defies all definition. You ca 
say many things about him, but yo 
can’t define him. 

Someone has recently attempted t 
define this period of life as the ti 
when the two sexes speak to eac 
other at a party. Maybe that’s it—it 
a time when people get to know eac 
other. It’s a time when the shell 
broken and the sham is not yet p 
up. It’s a time of asserted indepe 
dence and an individualism whi 
finds itself best expressed in cop 
ing another. 


Amateur Adults 


In all the fun and falls of growing 
p, however, youth can’t get away 
rom the fact that the amateur adult 
lust someday turn professional. Vo- 
ational counselors, army recruiting 
sergeants, questioning parents, and 
ollege catalogues toll the words, 
You're growing up!” 

While you grow up you must think 
f how and why you are growing. 
Vhat are you doing with your life 
ad what do you intend to do with it? 
Vhen the dairy store closes and the 
five-in theater shuts down, when 
0tball scores are mere yearbook sta- 
stics and Hollywood mufflers only a 
Ww ae in the past, what will 
mu be doing with your life? The 
me to think about this question is 


not when you arrive at adulthood’s 
initiation week, but now, while you 
still have time to make a slow and 
careful decision. 

God, Who gives you these invalu- 
able years of life, is calling to you, 
as He calls to all men and women, 
saying, “Begin now to serve me and 
speak for me.” What answer are you 
making to that call? Are you whim- 
pering the answer which Jeremiah, the 
minister's son, uttered more than 
2500 years ago, “Ah, Lord God! Be- 
hold, I do not know how to speak, 
for I am only a youth’? What is it 
about youth that makes you so afraid 
to think about the demands of God 
and to close your mouth when words 
of God want to leap out? 

A confused 18-year-old girl con- 
fessed that she didn’t know what 
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career to choose for her life’s work. 
I suggested that she inquire of God 
to learn what is to be her function 
in his world. The disgusted look on 
her face told me that I might just as 
well have suggested that she consult 
a ouija board or a gypsy fortune teller. 
teller. 

One, night at the end of a meeting 
I asked a teen-ager to pray. Everyone 
bowed his head. A long silence fol- 
lowed. Then a voice muttered apolo- 
getically, “I don’t know what to say.” 
Sometimes it would seem that God 
is Lord only of the adult world. The 
decision to serve him would appear 
to be not too different from the de- 
cision to choose a president—some- 
thing to be considered after the age 
of 21. “I am only a youth,” is the 
teen-ager’s defensive answer. 


Do Not Say “Only” 


But God won't settle for that sheep- 
ish reply. He says to young people 
today what he said to Jeremiah, ‘Do 
not say, ‘I am only a youth,’ for to 
all to whom I send you you shall go, 
and whatever I command you you 
shall speak.” God has a job for you 
today. You don’t have to wait until 
your third decade of life in order to 
be of service to your Creator. You can 
witness to God no matter what your 
age. While still a high school stu- 
dent you can come to know God and 
lead others to Him. 

Fellow students come to you with 
their problems. Your buddy didn’t 
make the football team. Your best 
friend has just been jilted by her one 
and only. The parents of one of the 
fellows in your gang have split up 
and he’s upset. Your date cries on 
your shoulder about troubles at home 
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or at school. They bring their prob- 
lems to you, their friend. Not having 
the answer either, you can shrug yout 
shoulders and say, “I’m sorry for you 
but I don’t know how to help you.” 
Or you can be that channel for God 
which you’ve heard about and let God 
use you to help your friend. You car 
ask God how He would have you 
to serve your friend and you can en. 
courage your troubled schoolmate tc 
seek God’s help himself. 

A student once told me about 
date he had one evening. He kne 
that something was troubling his girl 
Finally he got her talking and sh 
gushed out all the problems she had 
She wasn’t getting along with he 
folks. She wasn’t doing well at schoo 
In brief, she was unhappy in almos 
every respect. 

While driving her to her home th 
boy admitted that he couldn’t hel 
her. Then he asked something he ha 
never before asked anyone, “Did yo 
ever consider letting God help you? 
His startled date admitted that s 
hadn’t. Stopping the car in front 
her house he asked, “May I pray f 
you?” Her reply was a tearful, ‘ 
wish you would.” 

The young man did pray for he 
And God did help her. In fact, it w 


‘PROOF OF THE PUDDING’ 


Wittenberg is proved by the leader- 
ship records of her alumni. At Witten- 
berg they got the broad liberal edu- 
cation so essential to success. Write 


for complete information to 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE 
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO 


1 turning point in the lives of both 
of them. Her problems gradually 
cleared up. Her passive belief in God 
changed into a dynamic Christian life. 
She became a witness to many people. 
And her friend was launched on a 
career of helping others to become 
ware of God’s power. 

It took courage for him to speak to 
nis date about God and to pray with 
ner that evening. It frequently takes 
nore courage to witness to God’s 
sower than it does to face 11 six- 
footers on the football field. yet you're 
vever alone in this task. “Be not 
ifraid of them,” said God to young 
jeremiah, “For I am with you to de- 
iver you.” 


Know That Power 


You can’t witness to God’s power 
intil you know the unlimited possi- 
ilities of that power yourself. And 
mice you realize the vastness of the 
-ord’s strength you know that you 
‘an count on him to guide you and 
»rotect you. 

When you serve God, whether it 
ye as a freshman adult or as a senior 
idult, you risk being laughed at. You 
ake a chance at being called names. 
fou run the danger of being excluded 
rom the group. For you become a re- 
inder to the godless of what their 
wn lives should be. Yet over all their 
unts and sneers comes the promise 
f God, “I am with you to deliver 


For every one person who calls you 
sissy there will be dozens who will 
ull you a saint. For every one who 
ughs at you, there will be scores 
ho love you. And for every non- 
lieving friend you lose, there will 
2 hundreds of Christian friends in- 


viting you to join with them. Think 
about your life. Are you doing any- 
thing worthwhile with it? Or are you 
only absorbing without giving out? 
Think seriously about your life here 
and now. And think also about the 
many years to come after the teen 
years are past. 

Whether it be full-time church 
work or full-time secular work as a 
Christian that finally becomes your 
career, God expects you to serve Him. 
Whatever your job may be, God ts 
counting on you to witness for Him 
—to win others to belief in Christ 
Jesus. You can do this in the shop, 
in the store, in the office, in the class- 
room, wherever your work may take 
you. 

Prepare for this witnessing and 
winning now. Do not say, ‘Behold, 
I do not know how to speak, for I 
am only a youth.” Break your silence. 
Open your mouth and speak. Use your 
hands and serve. Say, as did the pro- 
phet Isaiah, “Here am I, Lord, send 
me,” or “Here am I, Lord, use me.” 


| TOPIC HELPS | 


Ask a young adult to present the topic— 
someone in his mid-20’s. Then go into buzz 
groups to formulate ideas on: (1) a definition 
of teen-agers; (2) God’s importance in choos- 
ing a vocation; (3) why people are afraid to 
pray—what we can do about it; (4) using 
the excuse, “lI am only a youth; and (5) 
finding God’s power. 

WORSHIP 

Use the Service of Personal Rededication 
found on page 329 of the “Christian Youth 
Hymnal.” Hymns suitable are 87 ‘Rejoice, 
Ye Pure in Heart;” 240 “Now in the Days of 
Youth; 242 “Give of Your Best to the Mas- 
ter.” Psalm 24 and 1 Timothy 4 should be 
used at the proper places. 
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the POWER 


of one person 


one good apple will change 


the bad ones 


B IG figures are the order of the day. 
Our national debt runs into the 
hundreds of billions. Our national 
population is nearly 170,000,000. 
Some of our city high schools contain 
several thousand pupils. Even the 
planet Mars, when it was at its nearest 
to the earth last September, remained 
over 35,000,000 miles away, a dis- 
tance our great-grandparents could not 
have even imagined. 

Do you ever feel overwhelmed and 
powerless to make any difference in 
the world? I do, many times. Yet, I 
know this feeling is not in accord with 
the facts. For the power of one person 
is still the greatest force on earth. And 
if that power is skillful and good 
enough, the lone person wields greater 
influence today than ever before. 

Many of the great Bible characters 
felt completely inadequate for the jobs 
to which God called them. Moses, at 
the burning bush, protested to God 
that he couldn’t speak good enough 
to present Israel’s claims to Pharoah. 
But he did, just the same, leaving a 
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forty year drudge career as sheep 
herder to challenge the world’s mos 
powerful monarch. 

When the angel appeared to yout 
ful Gideon at the wheat-thrashin 
scene and told him to drive out t 
Midianites who were ravaging Isra 
every year Gideon protested that h 
family was insignificant and withi 
the family he was the least importa 
person of all. How small he mu 
have felt for the job! 

The prophet Isaiah felt complete 
overwhelmed when God selected hi 
to speak out on Israel’s foreign poli 
‘‘No man is indispensable.” We've 
heard this saying. But there are tim 
and situations when the lack of j 
the right man or woman has mea 
defeat. Could any other person besi 
George Washington have held t 
colonists together and beat Englan 
Many historians think not. 

Harvey Washington Wiley alm 
single-handedly pushed through 
Pure Food and Drug Act after ma 
many years of abuse by food and d 


packers and manufacturers who sold 
anything they wanted to the unpro- 
tected public. Now, all medicines and 
foods sold in packages must be proper- 
ly and completely labelled as to the 
exact contents. Would somebody else 
have done Harvey Wiley’s work? We 
don’t know. 

In every church, every P.T.A., every 
Boy Scout or Girl Scout troop, every 
church youth group, every class in 
public school—there are one or two 
people, sometimes more, who make 
their Organization as good as it is. If 
you saw the picture Blackboard Jungle 
you recall that the teacher depended 
on one person, the Negro boy, to save 
the class. 

Recently in a small town a fine 
Christian layman was asked to head 
up a Boy Scout troop. One was badly 
needed. He replied to the committee 
interviewing him: “'T’ll do it provided 
Joe Smith will be my Assistant Scout- 
master. Otherwise, I won’t touch the 
job.’ Joe Smith was nineteen. He 
00k the job. Today over fifty boys are 
denefiting by this one youth’s reputa- 
ion. Never underestimate the power 
of one person. 

_ Years ago I recall that a boy had 
sneaked out of the principal's office a 
‘opy of the mimeographed arithmetic 
xamination, the all important final. 
e was selling it for twenty-five cents 
_ “peek” to boys in the class. When 
me student was approached he said, 
No, I think it’s wrong and besides, 
can do just as well without it.’”’ Be- 
ieve it or not, the boy who had stolen 
ne paper instantly destroyed it, know- 
ag that he was doing wrong. 

“A bad apple will destroy the whole 
sketful’ is one of those old sayings 
sed more on fiction than fact. The 


Christian belief is “One good apple 
will change the bad ones.’’ One man 
or woman, boy or girl, standing and 
working for the right, can change even 
a large situation. Many a school, town, 
and even nations, have been saved by 
a single devoted individual. 

One man, hanging on a cross, has 
changed the world, and is changing it. 
His power is changing us. Line up 
with Christ, and he will give you un- 
imagined power. 


| TOPIC HELPS | 


Give the presentation in your own words, 
reading and discussing the Bible references 
given in the topic. You can find these refer- 
ences in a Bible dictionary. Perhaps your 
leaguers will enjoy hunting the Bible passages 
for themselves. It would be a good test of 
Bible knowledge. 

Think of others in history who have had to 
stand by themselves to fight for the right 
(Edison, Bell, Columbus, etc.) 


WORSHIP 


Find hymns and scripture in your CYH 
index under Christian discipleship. 

PSALM 1 

PRAYER 72 page 377 CYH 

MAGNIFICAT page 358 CYH or sung from 
Common Service Book, page 43 

PRAYER 48 page 372 CYH 

POEM (read in unison following topic) 199 
CYH “One There Is Above All Others” 

BENEDICTION Nunc Dimittis, page 44 CSB 


DISCUSSION 


Of what value is the individual in voting? 
In politics? What is the importance of Chris- 
tian witnessing in all fields of society—all 
vocations? How can one strengthen himself 
when he meets difficulty in sticking up for 
the right? How does this power of the indi- 
vidual coincide with the Lutheran doctrine 
on the priesthood of all believers? 
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nat is falth? 


the way is 
dimly lit 

and the load is 
heavy 


by 
CHARLES T. 
SARDESON 


HAVE found that there is a sort 

of stock answer that many peopl 
give to the question: What is Chris. 
tian faith? The answer is simply: Be: 
lief in God.” 

Of course that’s a beginning. Ii 
could hardly be claimed to exhaus 
the possibilities of what one migh 
say about faith. It is only a crack ir 
the door—more like a mere touch 0! 
the knob. 

If you told a person who wantec 
to know what he must do to becom 
a Christian that he had to believe ir 
God, he might say, “That is all ver 
well. But what must I believe abou 
Him?” A person can’t go along merel} 
believing. He’s got to believe some 
thing. Belief must have a shape befor 
it is any good. It has to reach some 
where and do something. 


Formless Fog 


To go to someone who has just suf 
fered a severe loss and give him a p 
on the shoulder and tell him to ha 
faith is certainly less than useless. 
have heard more than once of peop 
bearing great burdens and deep co 
cerns being advised to forget it all a 
just have, faith that everything wou 
turn out all right in the end, That 
sounds fine, but sometimes it does n 
turn out all right—especially when o 
faith is that everything will turn o 
as we hope and desire. 

It is a real pity that for many peo 
faith is not much more than a vag 
formless belief in God, without a 
clear shape to it. It’s similar to a f@ 
in the early morning—a kind of for 
less grey mass moving slowly acr 
the countryside, not quite touching 
ground and not quite tall enough 
hide the tops of the hills. With the 


rays of the hot day it evaporates. 

In the first day of Christian history 
people realized that faith needed a 
shape. That’s why the creeds were 
written. They represent a great effort 
to put the form of faith into words. 
They become a symbol of faith. We 
must be careful, however, in talking 
about creeds to be certain that we are 
not asking people to have faith in 
creeds. Creeds can do nothing. They 
are merely the expression of faith. 


Three Strands 


There are at least three strands 
closely woven together in the strong 
rope of Christian faith. Before we 
bind to us the convictions which have 
been so masterfully expressed in the 
creeds, we need to know that all three 
strands are present in our living. With- 
out any one of the three, our faith will 
most assuredly unravel before we have 
trusted very much of a load to it. 
These three strands are belief, trust, 
and obedience. Faith which is lacking 
anyone of these is hardly Christian 
faith at all. Now let us see what we 
must tie together with this rope of 

aith. 
Let us begin with God. What is the 
hape of your faith in God? What 
ords could sketch it in? Omnipotent, 
whatever that means? Or Almighty; or 
mniscient, whatever that is? Those 
efinitions may be true enough, but 
hey hardly give much helpful shape 
Or anyone to go on. 

If I were seriously wondering about 
y own life, about some pressing 
oral problem—about what life means 
fter all, I do not think I would be 
uch moved by knowing all that about 
30d even though it is true. The creed 
ses two words which come a lot 


closer to where I live. One of them 
is Father, the other is Maker. Here | 
can believe and trust and obey. Indeed 
I must. God is Creator, Designer, Pre- 
server, Renewer, and I am a creature. 

Better still, God is Father and I am 
a child. I can trust such a God as my 
own children trust me—only far more 
so because I know that I am a faulty 
example, that in some ways I must 
always break my children’s trust. But 
no one has ever found our Father God 
to fail, or to disillusion anyone. 

Believing I can obey. Not very well, 
of course. My own children cannot 
always do that even when they want 
to. To have faith in God as a Chris- 
tian is to acknowledge Him as Creator 
and Father, Whose word we must fe- 
ceive and trust and follow more dili- 
gently than we do that of our own 
fathers. Then faith begins to take 
shape. 

We are talking, however, about 
Christian faith. That gives us more 
to go on. Have you ever noticed what 
seems like a great gap in the creed, 
how it skips from Christmas straight 
across to Good Friday without even a 
pause in between, without even taking 
a glance at Galilee or a chat with the 
disciples. There is a very good reason 
for this. At the time when the creeds 
were written, the thing people felt the 
need of saying was a word about Who 
Jesus was, and on so much about what 
He did. Their faith was based on the 
knowledge of the birth, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ as Lord. 
That was their line of strong defense 
against the world. Today we need to 
believe, trust, and obey who He was, 
too. 

We do not become Christians be- 
cause we believe in all the miracles 
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and parables crammed into the New 
Testament. It is because we believe 
Jesus is the Son of God who died for 
us and rose from the dead. We are 
not called upon to obey the teachings 
of the New Testament as such. We 
are called upon to obey the love of 
God which meets us in Christ. Our 
trust, too, must be a giving of life to 
him as’ Lord, and not to what He 
taught. 


Faith Produces 

Faith is an active thing. Faith pro- 
duces wisdom and wisdom produces 
leadership. Faith produces concern and 
concern produces stewardship, keeping 
life busy with the needs of others. 
Faith produces love and love produces 
shepherds, and open arms for pro- 
digals, and personalities which shine 
in the darkness with warmth and en- 
couragement. 

I happen to live just one block from 
the center of town. It has a way of 
collecting young people who have no 
where else to go. If there is any one 
word that I could use to describe the 
whole lot of dull and un-enterprising 
young people I see day after day lean- 


ing and loitering all over, or driving 
nowhere rapidly, or standing about in 
silent little groups with nothing more 
to do than to comb their hair in the 
reflection of a store window—that 
word is ‘‘faithless.’’ They just do not 
believe. They are not committed. They 
have not trusted themselves to any- 
thing that matters. There is no driving 
compulsion being generated within. 
There is no sadder sight anywhere. 


He Is Up-to-Date 


If only they could be convinced as 
to who Jesus really is. Then they, in 
their own lives, could fill in the gap 
in the creed. There would be no lack 
of miracles and parables being re- 
corded every day in up-to-date dress. 
It is just that up-to-dateness that makes 
us keep extending the shape of our 
faith still further. 

Jesus Christ is not someone to meet 
by digging down behind the dark 
ages, down behind the fall of Rome. 
He is not some respected figure of 
history whose anniversaries we keep 
each year with respect and reverence. 
The Lord in whom we have our fait 
is completely up to date in every way 
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As a matter of fact, we can only meet 
im in the most alert day to day life. 

Christian living is the discovery of 
he will and mind and love of God in 
he midst of the most complex and 
trenuous problems of the moment. 
christian living is the discovery that 
omorrow’s headlines are old stuff to 
tim. 

There are many scientists who tell 
is that the deeper they go into their 
tudies the more they feel the touch 
»f the Eternal. Many physicians declare 
heir own beliefs that life is precious 
ind capable of holiness. It seems that 
nore and more sociologists, after tak- 
ng a long look at life, come away 
tom their study convinced that the 
nly answer is religious, that men have 
© start living with a new spirit today 
yefore anything can happen to change 
he increasing wreck of the years. 
None of them are really asking us to 
fansplant a figure out of history. 
[hey are admitting the need of meet- 
ng Him in this moment, of living and 
hinking creatively and courageously 
nough to come upon Him in His 
ministry now. 


Faith Is a Challenge 


You cannot just be a spectator, a 
ollower, a joiner. That is why so 
ey young people are not finding 
ny reality in their faith today. They 
re just followers on the surface, they 
re not probers in the deep. The per- 
on who walks on the beach will never 
ow the mysteries of the ocean floor. 
The person who lives by faith can 
ke hold of every day with perfect 
onfidence no matter what it promises 

bring, for he will know that the 
pirit of God will be available with 
e same good gifts that men learned 


to rely upon so heavily centuries ago. 

Faith, then, is an enlistment and a 
challenge and a promise to which we 
have given our lives in whole hearted 
response, trusting, believing, obeying, 
daring to live in each day as though 
God lived with us, convinced that we 
walk in the sublime company of Fath- 
er, Son and Spirit, as people who have 
been hired from the market place and 
set to work as builders of a kingdom. 

Faith is active and strenuous and 
taxing on occasion. Much of the time 
the way is dimly lit and the load is 
heavy. Let us not have any false illu- 
sions as we start. 

You may want to try living by faith. 
If you do and sincerely try, God will 
help. And that is help enough to see 
you through to all the wonder and 
richness of the kingdom, giving your 
faith a shape that grows daily into 
something more like the life of Jesus 
Christ. 

The shape of a great faith may not 
be an easy thing to discern, but once 
you begin to see you will not trade your 
vision for all the world. Indeed, you 
will gladly give your life to it in honest 
belief and perfect trust and in happy 


obedience forever. 


e TOPIC HELPS 


At the beginning and end of the topic 
have each person write (for his private ref- 
erence) his definition of Christian faith. Have 
him compare the two when he has finished. 

Use an object talk to present part of the 
topic. Use three pieces of cord or yarn. 

For further material on the creeds look in 
the summer 1958 issue of HIGH IDEALS. You 
may want to adapt this topic for use the 
meeting previous to the presentation on faith. 


At/ 


Ns the university o 
Southern California is < 
section of Los Angeles which 
is home for people from all 
parts of the world. In the 
midst of this setting stands St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church 
(ULCA). This church is the 
site of a LLA work camp. 


by, 
JOHN P. STUMP) 


: 
! 
| 
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Paul T. Nakamura 


not integrated 


—just Lutheran 


Paul Nakamura is pastor. He is in 
is early thirties. Under his leadership 
s being gathered together a group of 
eople who probably never heard of 
he Lutheran Church until a few years 
20. 

Pastor Nakamura has an interesting 
tory to tell about how he became a 
shristian pastor. He was born in 
Waialua, on the Island of Oahu, 
Jawaii. His was a family of nine, 
ight boys and one girl. Except for 
ne brother, the other members of his 
amily were Buddhists. 

One of his Chinese friends took him 
© a mission church near his home. 
water he changed to another Protes- 
ant congregation. The pastor asked 
lim to teach a Sunday School class 
vhen he was in high school. 

After his induction into the Army, 
ie had his basic training in Hawaii, 
nd came to Monterey, California for 
anguage study. He was subsequently 
ent to Japan and then Okinawa to 
erve as an interpreter during 1946- 
8. His first contact with Lutheranism 
yas in attending Gustavus Adolphus 
Jollege. He ran across their catalog 
a an Army library and was accepted 
y letter while he was on Okinawa. 
sy this time he had determined to 
inter the ministry. 

After college he went to Andover 
Newton for one semester and then 
‘nished at Augustana, in Rock Island. 
: 
| 


By this time his contacts with the 
Lutheran Church assured him that this 
was where he wanted to work. Our 
Board of American Missions stepped 
into the scene and offered him the 
opportunity to work with Dr. Miller 
in Los Angeles with the Nisei. 

Mrs. Nakamura is a vivacious per- 
son. Her parents were born in Japan. 
Her father was principal in a Japanese 
Language School in Hawaii, and her 
mother was a teacher. When the war 
broke out in 1941 they were evacu- 
ated to the mainland and were sent 
to Jerome, Arkansas. She went to Blue 
Mountain College in Mississippi. 

In the meantime, the war ended and 
she moved to Los Angeles. Mr. and 
Mrs. Nakamura met in church and 
they were married in 1955. 


The Church 


St. Marks has had the experience 
of being in a changing neighborhood. 
As people moved out to the suburbs, 
they found the church’s strength di- 
minished. Even under good leadership 
the time came to decide whether the 
church should be disbanded or whether 
it should begin to meet the need of an 
entirely different type of neighbor- 
hood. 

The transition began several years 
ago when Dr. L. S. G. Miller, retired 
missionary from Japan, came to Los 
Angeles to work under the Board of 
American Missions with Nisei. Paul 
Nakamura was also called by the 
Board of American Missions because 
of his knowledge of the Japanese 
people and the fact that he himself 
is a nisei (meaning second-birth, really 
first generation born in the territory 
of the United States). For several 
years the team of Dr. Miller and Paul 
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Friday night 
Luther League 
recreation 


Nakamura worked together seeking to 
call upon Nisei people to whom the 
Lutheran Church was relatively new 
and trying to introduce them to Lu- 
theran churches. 

The period of transition in this part 
of town left the church with a large 
percentage of older people. Just a few 
young adults are represented in the 
church. Then the age grouping drops 
down to Luther Leaguers and Sunday 
School children, with nothing in be- 
tween. Part of the problem was the 
fact that the people didn’t know about 
this church, its program, and its in- 
tent. The ground work is being laid 
in the contacts which Pastor Paul is 
making for the rebuilding of a rep- 
resentative congregation among the 
people who live there. 


The People 


Who are the people that the work 
campers will meet in St. Marks? The 
present active adult membership at St. 
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Mark’s is somewhere under one hun 
dred, Pastor Paul reports. Niseis are 
relatively few in the area surround 
ing St. Mark’s, although there is 
larger Japanese (Nisei) populatio 
just a few blocks away from the 
church. The majority of people righ 
in the neighborhood are negro and 
caucasian, with a few Nisei. 

Is it difficult to grow up as a Nisei 
or negro youth in Los Angeles? Moré 
so than as a caucasian? Pastor Pau 
feels reluctant to say, since he himsel 
was raised in Hawaii where he had al 
the freedom that he could ask fo 
and never knew any prejudice. But 1 
was his guess that it was much easie 
for youth to grow up now, than it wa 
before the war. When it comes to find 
ing jobs with adequate pay, he feel 
there is room for improvement. H 
believes that since there are mor 
negroes than Nisei they probably hav 
somewhat more of a difficult time. 

“In all our preaching and teaching, 


Pastor Paul explains, ‘the emphasis is 
not upon races getting together, but 
in the Christian gospel which pro- 
‘laims Christ's redeeming love to all. 
We are keeping away from stressing 
integrating, but rather that this is 
1 Lutheran Church and everyone is 
welcome. We would like to put the 
-ontent of the idea of integration into 
he word Lutheran. More than once 
ur council has mentioned that they 
want to avoid tagging the church as 
‘integrated,” just a Lutheran Church, 
yeriod.” 

Pastor Nakamura has not discussed 
‘ace in league meetings, but he intends 
0 do so soon. As he put it, “We owe 
t to them to know themselves and 
o be proud of their race. They owe 
t to each other to know that they are 
»f the same faith, They are still broth- 
srs under the skin. I am optimistic as 
ong as we keep on the Gospel mes- 
sage, I’m sure God will see to it that 
we keep faithful to his intent.” 


The Work Campers 


What will be the impression of the 
Luther League Work Camp at St. 


Marion College 


The only two-year college in the ULCA and the 
nly Lutheran college in America strictly for 
yvomen. Cooperative courses. 


Liberal arts; music; business education; 
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ri 
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For information write: 
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Marks upon the community? ‘We're 
looking forward to it. There is much 
to be done here to get the church in 
better shape. It needs painting, and 
fixing up. We have all the necessary 
equipment, we just need manpower to 
put the building into shape.” 

Pastor Nakamura added, “Having a 
group of young people from all over 
America living in our community for 
ten days will be a good witness. Espe- 
cially since the Lutheran Church is rel- 
atively new to these people, it will 
make a good impression. It will dem- 
onstrate not that we are stressing ‘in- 
tegration,’ but that we are a commun- 
ity Christian Church open to every- 
one. 


At a time when the whole world is 
watching the Christian Church for evi- 
dences of the practice of brotherhood, 
the work at St. Mark’s, under the 
direction of Pastor Nakamura is a 
bright sign of a hopeful future for our 
Lutheran Church. 


TOPIC HELPS 


A different person may present each sec- 
tion. “The Pastor’ should be presented in 
the first person. Others should be given as 
information mixed with discussion. For in- 
stance, under “The Church” discuss the 
changing neighborhood and its problems. 

In “The People” discuss whether it is easier 
for a young person of a minority group to 
grow up now and be integrated into the 
community. What about your community? Is 
their value in being proud of your race? 

What do work campers do to witness for 
Christianity? Why is the world looking to the 
Christian Church for an answer to the race 
problem? 
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Is your league like this one? 


my 


Luther League 


by 
KATHY KATZ 


Kathy Katz, seventeen-year-old 
Luther Leaguer from Royersford 
Penna., had a composition assign 
ment in English class. She decide 
to write about Luther League. 


We have printed her compositio 
without major changes. If yo 
were her teacher, how would yo 
mark Kathy’s paper for accuracy? 
Is her information correct? 


Her teacher gave her an A for th 
composition. 


fees. Luther League is the nationa 
organization of young people o 
the United Lutheran Church. Thes 
young people are from the ages o 
twelve to twenty-five. An active mem 
ber of the Luther League is one wh 
has committed himself to Christ, ha 
joined a local Luther League, contrib 
utes to its causes, and participates 1 
its activities. 

The Luther League of Americ 
(LLA), was organized October 31 
1895, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. I 
was adopted by the United Luthera 
Church in America convention 1 
Washington, D. C., October 25, 192 
Since the LLA was formed, it has di 
vided into thirty-four state and syn 
odical leagues. Each synodical leagu 
is divided into many districts or con 
ferences and some of these are fur 
ther divided. 

For instance, the area of easter 
Pennsylvania is called the synod of th 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania (M.O.P. 
which in turn is divided into six con 
ferences. These conferences includ 
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Allentown, Norristown, Philadelphia, 
ottsville, Reading, and Wilkes-Barre. 
Leagues in my home area belong to 
he Norristown Conference. This con- 
erence is divided into Section A and 
section B. There are 4,514 young 
seople in the M.O.P. and 697 in the 
Norristown Conference. There are 
hirty-five leagues in the conference 
ind 221 leagues in the Synod. 


The Local League 


Our advisors are members of the 
utheran Church. The advisors are 
hosen by their ability to get along 
vith young people. They are picked 
yy the pastor or appointed by the 
hurch council. Most pastors work with 
he group and thus bring a closer 
elationship of teenager and _ pastor. 
[he advisors must be on hand for all 
neetings, but they do not actually take 
mart in the meeting. That is the of- 
icer’s and leaguer’s duty. 

These advisors are kind enough to 
ake the leaguers to the many confer- 
nces, work shops, and conventions. 
Advising is not a full time job. But 
0 do the job well much time is spent 
n developing meetings and getting 
he necessary equipment to carry on 
hese meetings. 

The Luther League usually meets 
very week. However, many leagues 
ave meetings only twice a month, as 
ve do in the Royersford Luther 
eague. Equal time is given to wor- 
hip, service, and recreation. Usually, 
here is a business meeting once a 
nonth. During one of these meetings, 
here is a time for worship with song 
nd prayer, a topic on any subject, 
nd a business meeting. At the busi- 
ess meeting, the secretary's and treas- 
rer’s reports are read, bills are dis- 


cussed, announcements are made, and 
any necessary committees are chosen. 

An executive committee is formed 
within each league to plan the meet- 
ings and act on other important sub- 
jects. The executive committee con- 
sists of the league officers—president, 
vice president, secretary, and treasurer 
—and the secretaries of the five-point 
plan: Christian vocation, evangelism, 
missions, social action and recreation. 
The committee decides on the topics 
for each meeting, recreation for the 
month, and picks the committees for 
these jobs. It is also responsible for 
the circulation of Luther League litera- 
ture, LUTHER LIFE and High Ideals. 
Both of these are very helpful in 
planning topics for the rest of the 
meeting. 


Service to Others 


As for finances, each league sup- 
ports itself. Half of the proceeds are 
sent from each individual league to 
the conferences, synods, and the Lu- 
ther League of America. The remain- 
der of the money is used for missionary 
work and to meet the leagues own 
expenses. 

The Luther League does much work 
for the church and community. In our 
own Luther League, we visit the 
Spring-Ford Nursing Home each 
month to hold devotions. In this home 
there are older people. Although they 
are of different faiths, they all thank 
us again and again for helping to 
bring them closer to God, especially 
during their need to get well once 
more. 

Also we give the children of the 
Sunday School a Hallowe'en party 
each year. We show them movies and 
serve them refreshments. We have pur- 
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chased a typewriter for the church of- 
fice and have bought other equipment 
for the church and Sunday School. 

Each Christmas Eve, we go carol- 
ing and sing in front of all the shut- 
in’s houses. For all teenagers, during 
the Christmas holidays, we have a 
dance at the Spring Ford Country 
Club. No charge is made, and we hire 
our own orchestra. 


Learning 


As for learning of Christ, we have 
many work shops, conferences, and 
conventions. At a work shop we have 
individual discussion groups. Subjects 
at these work shops are those which 
are of common interest to teenagers. 
Many of their problems are solved at 
these meetings. We also learn how to 
be better leaders. At the conferences 
and conventions, we learn much of the 
same thing as at the work shops, but 
the conventions are on a much larger 
scale. A convention is held by the 
larger organization (as the M.O.P. or 
LLA). But a conference is held by a 
Conference of the synod such as the 
Norristown Conference. 

Synodical conventions usually last 
two or three days and are held each 
year in a different conference. The 
LLA convention is held biennially for 
a one week session. 


Recreation 


Many young people have no time 
for the Luther League, because they 
feel it is rather dry and no fun is to 
be had. This isn’t true. At least once 
a month, there is a recreation meeting 
or a party. There are many square 
dances and ballroom dances. This gives 
ample opportunity for young people of 
the same Church to get acquainted. 
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There are also roller skating and swim. 
ming parties and picnics. 

There is also ‘““Mopsy” day held ai 
Muhlenberg College each year. This 1: 
a function of the M.O.P. It consist: 
of a football game, a play, organ re 
cital, dinner, hymn sing, and semi 
formal dance. After attending one 0: 
these functions, on one could say th 
Luther League is dry fellowship. 

The Luther League is a wonderfu 
group to belong to. Besides Christiat 
fellowship and learning, there is plenty 
of recreation. The Luther League 1 
a group to which anyone should bi 
proud to belong. It gives its member 
a chance to develop their leadershiy 
qualities. It is purely a part of th 
Church of God as its motto states: 0 
the Church, by the Church, and fo 
the Church. 


| TOPIC HELPS 


Leader, in preparation, learn all you car 
about your synod. Present the topic usin; 
material from this topic or examples fron 
your local league. 

A blackboard will help you explain vari 
ous setups and activities by diagrams. Lea 
a worthwhile discussion and a careful evalu 
ation of your own league. 


DISCUSSION 

Give the history of the Luther League o 
America. Tell about the divisions of you 
state/synodical Luther League. How do yo 
balance your program (worship, study, so 
cials, etc.)? What can you tell about th 
five-point program and the two publication 
of the LLA? How much of your local mone 
goes to the synod and how much does th 
synod give to LLA? Do you help the churc! 
and community? How many of your leaguer 
attend workshops, etc.? Where can you mak 
improvements? 


MOVIE REVIEWS 


light fare 
for summer 


by EUGENE HOEFTMAN 


}OUTH PACIFIC 


Rodgers and Hammerstein’s great 
nusical play, jampacked with en- 
hanting music, broad lusty comedy, 
nd a strong sense of personal drama, 
comes also an outstanding motion 
jicture. Story takes place during 
World War II. 

Sailors and nurses stuck on one of 
hose beautiful Pacific islands fight 
oredom and monotony while groping 
or an understanding of a wholly 
lifferent way of life represented by 
he natives and French planters. Chief 
ttention centers on two romances, 
ach complicated by questions of race 
nd color. 

Fine cast headed by Rossano Brazzi, 
Aitzi Gaynor and John Kerr. Todd- 
10 Technicolor provides stunning 
ackgrounds but is overly preoccupied 
vith colored filter closeups. 3 hours. 


HE PROUD REBEL 


The warmth of a close father-son 
elationship is here enacted by a real 
fe father-son combination, Alan and 
Javid Ladd. Up from the South at 
‘ivil War's end come the Ladds and 
jeir dog. Their mission: to find a 
octor who can cure the boy’s mute- 
ess. A delaying mishap turns out for 
ood as the trio is befriended by 
armer Olivia de Havilland. A dra- 
iatic western in Technicolor. 


THE HIGH COST OF LOVING 


One of the most novel opening ten 
minutes you've ever seen, and com- 
pletely without dialogue! 9-year mar- 
rieds (both working) Jose Ferrer and 
Gena Rowlands have a morning-aris- 
ing routine that is one long howl of 
audience laughter! Clever comedy of 
domestic and business life in black and 
white CinemaScope. 


PARIS HOLIDAY 


Comedians Bob Hope and non-Eng- 
lish-speaking French favorite Fernan- 
del meet good lookers Martha Hyer 
and Anita Ekberg on board a trans- 
Atlantic luxury liner. A played for 
laughs who-dunit with a chase se- 
quence involving a helicopter, with 
Bob dangling in midair. 


A TIME TO LOVE AND 
A TIME TO DIE 


A war is being lost and a bomb- 
ravaged nation is going down in de- 
feat, but there is still time—a very 
little time—for a quickly snatched ro- 
mance-marriage between a soldier on 
his last leave and his girl. Newcom- 
ers John Gavin and Lilo (pronounced 
Lee-lo) Pulver are good in this Erich 
Maria Remarque best-seller. 


THIS HAPPY FEELING 


One of those young girl/older man 
romances with Debbie Reynolds and 
Curt Jurgens. John Saxon and Alexis 
Smith are the obvious other choices. 
Cast tries hard but show never really 
gets off the ground, nor will title tune. 


| MARRIED A WOMAN 


The title is obvious, and so are 
George Gobel and Diana Dors. Very 
S0-SO. 


25 


BOOK REVIEWS 


the cradle of 
civilization 


(CME theme) 


by MIRIAM ELEAZER 


ests headlines of today’s news- 
papers constantly carry news from 
the Middle East. This section of the 
world (scene of our Bible history) 
is proud and conscious of its ancient 
heritage. 

It is important for Christians to 
understand the mission and the op- 
portunity of the Christian Church in 
the Middle East. Therefore, the Com- 
mission on Missionary Education of 
the National Council of Churches, act- 
ing as an agency for 28 affiliated de- 
nominations (including LLA), has 
chosen the Middle East as its foreign 
theme for 1958-1959. 

CME has published a comprehen- 
sive program of materials to interpret 
the Christian mission. These materials, 
published by Friendship Press, offer a 
wealth of valuable information which 
will help Luther Leaguers to under- 
stand the political, economic, and re- 
ligious pressures that Middle Eastern- 
ers encounter. 

Friendship Press has a full color 
map of the Middle East and North 
Africa that shows national boundaries, 
major cities, mission stations, and 
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other physical features. The map 
available in two sizes: one 45x3 
inches at 75c each—a valuable t 
for study groups and church librarie 
The other is 14x9 inches at 50c 
dozen—for individual study of t 
area. 

For accurate facts on such subjec 
as the geography, history, gover 
mental structures, changing social an 
economic patterns and the place an 
problems of Christianity in the Midd 
East, The Lands Between is the boo 
to consult. This background boo 
written by John Badeau is essential f 
an intelligent study of the Middle Eas 
(paper—$1.75) 

John Blumberg’s This Is the Midd 
East (60c) gives quick but penetra 
ing descriptions and comments regar 
ing life in the Middle East. A liber 
sprinkling of human interest inciden 
enlivens the book. Striking phot 
graphs add to its value. Although e 
cellent for personal reading, it wi 
be useful particularly as a source 
information for study groups. Use it 
an introduction to the Middle Ea 
theme. 

Denis. Baly’s Multitudes im t 
Valley ($2.25) is a forceful objecti 
presentation of today’s issues in t 
Palestinian area of the Middle Eas 
The author analyzes the religious an 
political backgrounds and _ presen 
world movements that press upon t 
area. The challenge of these mov 
ments to Christianity, the workings 
God’s judgment, and the task of t 
church are discussed. 

Young people of senior high a 
will find Caught in the Midd 
($1.50) a lively and informative i 
troduction to what happens day 
day. The author, Gloria Wysne 


tresses the problems of youth as they 
eek a place in their changing world. 
clear indications of Christianity’s sig- 
ificant role in guiding youth is shown. 

Program and study techniques, wor- 
hip and activity suggestions, and a 
esource list of materials for creative 
ey are available in the Youth Guide 
n the Middle East (65c) by Gustav 

<. Wiencke (ULCA author). 

i ie tesa who are concerned about 

vhat happens in Asia and the Middle 

jast need to know and understand 
he religious beliefs of the people. 
hort books (60c each) on the three 
reat religions are Introducing Budd- 
ism—Kenneth Scott Latourette; In- 
roducing Hinduism—Malcolm Pitt; 
nd Introducing Islam—J. Christy 
ian Each is written in a simple 

d interesting manner by an author- 

‘y on the subject. 

Among the essentials for adult and 
uth leaders is the biography, A Tool 
His Hand, by Ann M. Harrison 

$1.50). The story of Dr. Paul W. 

arrison, one of the great medical 
issionaries of the twentieth century, 
yritten by the person who knows him 
est—his wife, is the story of the 
tal work of the Arabian mission and 

e changing life of the Middle East. 
Another book by Ann M. Harrison 
ividly relates the experiences of a 
een-age Muslim girl and boy who 
nd a new life. A junior high book, 
earls Are Made ($1.50) is a well- 
lotted story which moves through a 
ries of absorbing incidents to a sur- 
rising conclusion. 

Junior High and Bible Lands To- 
ay, a Program Guide on the Middle 
t by Lucille Desjardins, is an ex- 
ded guide for use with Pearls are 
ade. This guide contains background 


information, activities, and worship 
sources and is available for $1.00. 

For information on the fun days and 
fun ways of the Middle East, there is 
Fun and Festival from the Middle East 
by Joan Rowland (50c). This pam- 
phlet is full of games, songs, stories, 
and recipes, and other party and pro- 
gram resources from the Middle East. 

These Friendship Press books are 
for sale through the Sales Office of 
the United Lutheran Church Women, 
2900 Queen Lane, Philadelphia 29, 
Pennsylvania. 

Don't forget audio visuals in your 
mission study. The inspiring story of 
how a literary class in a village church 
revolutionized the life of an entire 
Egyptian community is told in Village 
Reborn, a color filmstrip. There are 
approximately 70 frames and a read- 
ing script by Herbert Shore. The price 
is $5.00. 

Why not present a one-act play? 
The Khanum and Her Treasures by 
Grace Visher Payne (50c) is an ap- 
pealing story centered around an el- 
derly matriarch of Iran to whom a 
great loss brings the beginning of new 
wisdom. The characters include 3 
women, 2 men, and 3 teen-age girls. 

They made a Path by Helen Kromer 
is a pageant about Christian  trail- 
blazers. Any scene can be used as a 
playlet or reading. One scene is from 
the life of Raymond Lull, missionary 
to the Muslims. (flexible cast—75c). 

The Broadcasting and Film Com- 
mission, 220 Fifth Avenue, New York 
1, New York, has two fifteen-minute 
programs on one 33 1/3 record. They 
are ‘State of Gaza” on the Middle 
East theme and ‘‘Boy Without a Face”’ 
on the North American theme. 


($2.00). 
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Our devotions for 1958 appear through special 
arrangement with ONE Magazine, and are used 
with permission. Copyright 1958. All rights reserved. 


Quiet Time 


by DAR ROA 


| Acts 16'1-10 

Jot down what you learn about 
Timothy. Find at least five personality 
characteristics? Spot on your map 
Derbe, Lvstra, Phrygia, Galatia, Asia, 
Mysia, Bithynia, and Macedonia. What 
if Paul had been disobedient and 
turned toward the East instead of the 
West? We may not know Christ! 


Exodus 13:17-22 


God does not always lead us in 
the direct way we'd prefer. He led 
His people by way of the wilderness 
instead of by way of the land of the 
Philistines. But the people .. . went 
up... equipped for battle. God uses 
best, people who are best prepared. 
In what way are you being equipped 
today for battle? 


Luke 12:41-48 


Privilege implies responsibility. 
It’s dangerous to pray “Give me... 
unless willing to respond with “I give 
you...” Responsibility means re- 
sponse-ability. Count your blessings, 
one by one. Now add your response- 
ability to each of these privileges. 
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JULY 


1 Kings 3.4-15 

Find our daily prayers in 9. 
This assumes humility. Takes a man to 
admit such a need, 7. God always 
abundantly supplies more than we asl 
or think, 13. . 


f 


Exodus 19:1-9 

The God of creation waits to 
meet you both in dry and high place | 
Underline therefore, if. Covenant 
means promise. What promise ? 


6 Acts 9:1-22 
In many countries it’s still 
dangerous to belong fo the Way. 
Thrilling that a layman, willing to be 
used in spite of obvious danger (13) 
was instrumental in Paul’s life when 
a baby Christian. Many young Chris- 
tians starve spiritually for lack of faith 
friendships those tender early days. 


Romans 8:1-10 | 
This chapter is tops with many 
Christians. Compare condemnatio 
with John 5:24. Contrast law of th 
Spirit with law of sin, also flesh witk 


vit. Which do you prefer, 6? How 
) the two compare, 7 ? 


: 1 John 4:1-6 

Christians test the Spirits to see 
hether they are of God. The test is: 
ery Spirit that confesses that Jesus 
brist . . . is of God. If failing this 
st than this spirit is of anti-Christ. 


} Galatians 5:13-26 

It's not so hard to tell right 
om wrong when clear on Bible con- 
ists such as works of the flesh in 
-20 and fruit of the Spirit in 22-23. 
» sure you understand each word 
ed here. Hold up each as a mirror 
see if your own face is reflected. 
1e difference between right and 
‘ong hinges on through love be 
‘vants. The tension is between being 
fless and selfish. 


Proverbs 3:1-12 

Proverbs is for youth. The 
-alth of wisdom here! If you keep 
ta commandments what two promises 
come yours, 2? Memorize 5-6. Bet- 
still, make it your motto. This pas- 
xe has been tested for centuries and 
ver found to fail! 


Luke 13:22-30 

Compare the day’s passage with 
» week's theme: Prejudice. Christ 
's not partial. He went... through 
n and villages. The size of the 
ce was unimportant to Him. He 
‘d every opportunity. Do we use 
ly opportunities ? Linger long on 30. 


Acts 17:16-34 

Stretch your mind to find out 
sat the Epicurean and Stoic phil- 
phers taught. Evidently they were 


open to discussion, 19-21. Paul wisely 
begins where they are, worshipping 
an unknown god. He introduces them 
to the God who is known both thru 
creation and thru redemption in Christ. 


13 Psalm 133 


Prejudice means _ pre-justice, 
deciding an issue before basic facts 
are known. This results in the oppo- 
site of brotherly unity. You can ap- 
preciate Psalm 133 if you've made up 
after quarreling with a friend. 


14 Numbers 23:11-26 


Balak, king of the Moabites, 
was so terrified by the victorious Is- 
raelites moving through the desert 
near his territory that he asked Balaam 
to curse them. Balaam refused, 11-12. 
Balak then tried to change him by 
changing his environment, 13. 
(Changing places rarely changes per- 
sonality. Escape is rarely a satisfactory 
solution to a problem.) What do you 
learn about God? 


15 Acts 26:24-32 


Festus succeeded Felix as Ro- 
man governor of Judea. Thus prisoner 
Paul needed to make his defense once 
more. It happened that King Agrippa 
was consulting the governor at the 
time (Acts 25:13) and both became 
interested in Paul’s case. Was it 
prejudice that caused Festus to dodge 
Paul’s witness? In what ways does 


Paul pin both Festus and Agrippa 


down ? 
16 Galatians 3:23-29 

Read this passage twice and 
again out loud. How would you react 
to it if you lived in Little Rock, Ar- 
kansas? If you were a Jew in a strong 
Lutheran community? If you were the 
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son of drunkard parents in a small 
town? If your brother was in the 
penitentiary? Find every Christian’s 
glorious privilege, 29. 

Romans 14:1-12 


17 Many questions about Chris- 
tian’s amusements and emphasis re- 
flect personal prejudice. Christians 
saturated in this Scripture need not 
slip into that rut. Welcome the weak 
in faith to strengthen and not to con- 
demn. Since God has welcomed him, 
who are we to exclude him? Reread 4. 
Ephesians 2:17-21 


18 My Personal Counselor is a 
thrilling theme. What participation do 
you have with the Holy Spirit accord- 
ing to this passage? What are your 
privileges? Pause on every phrase in 
this marvelous sentence. 
19 John 14:25-31 

Can you see why older Chris- 
tians turn to this favored chapter fre- 
quently ? What is the Holy Spirit called 


here? Compare with counselors you 
know. What is His work, 26? 27 is 


unexcelled. The final five words ar 
loaded too. 


20 John 16:4-15 
Why was it to our advantag 


that Christ go away, 7? What thre 
things was the Holy Spirit to do, 8-11 
Be sure you understand each wor 
used there. Thank God for 13. It 
not His plan that we be kept in tk 
dark. The reason we hear more abot 
Jesus than the Holy Spirit is foun 


in 14-15. 
2 | Acts 10:42-48 

Whenever Christ is preache: 
the Holy Spirit is active. It’s His pu 
pose to declare that everyone who b 
lieves in Christ receives forgiveness « 
sins. The second half of 48 grows o1 
of the first. 


22 Romans 8:12-27 
The test of faith (being a sc 


of God or not) is found in 14. A 
cording to 16 when God’s Word sa’ 
that He who believes in the Son h. 
eternal life then we can conclude ¢h 
we are children of God and thus fe 
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w heirs with Christ! It encourages 
e that even though my best friends 
rget, the Holy Spirit doesn’t, 27. 


2 Corinthians 3:12-18 

2 Underline 17. As I look at 
sus, I become more like Him. You’ve 
en husbands and wives that look 
ike. Biologically it's not true but 
eit personalities have blended to- 
ther in living intimately so long 
at it seems as though they look 
ke. As the Spirit shows me Christ 
d I look long at Him I become 
ore like Him. 


4 Acts 8:14-25 

"F The coming of the Holy Spirit 
is powerfully important to Peter and 
hn. Simon found that the Holy 
irit cannot be purchased, only of- 
‘ed and through a repentant and 
‘eptive heart received. Is 21 true of 
a? If'so, try 22: 


b) 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
It helps to know that others 
e had similar temptations, 1, and 
e found the same source of strength 
i adequate, 4. Helps to make the 
‘w Testament more interesting to 
bw Old Testament background. 
eck footnotes to find out who they 
them were. List temptations their 
mples teaches us to avoid. 


James 1:12-21 

Blessed means intensely and 
emnally happy. God’s love does not 
mpt Christians from tests. See 
. 12:5-8. Find God’s answer in 18. 


Hebrews 4:1-16 
The promise and the good news 


_the message are the same. The 
' primary robbers of eternal life 


and abundant life are absence of faith 

and presence of disobedience. Find 

these in 2 and 6? Act now on 16, 
Genesis 3:1-21 


28 The Devil's technique was to 
first argue with God’s Word. After 
arousing doubt he took another step 
and disagreed with God’s Word, 4. 
Next he promised what God Himself 
offers: you will be like God (if you 
follow me). It was not an apple tree. 
Note that the tree was good. God 
made all things good; it’s our dis- 
obedient use that makes them bad. 


29 1 John 2:1-17 

It’s not necessary to yield to 
sin, but 7f we do we have forgiveness 
from our Father through Jesus. That’s 
good news, 1! Look up exp/ation, ad- 
vocate, lust, and pride. Out of love 
flows obedience. Without obeying we 
are obviously not loving. 


30 2 Peter 1:3-11 

To rush over this passage is to 
rob myself. Which promises have 
helped you . . . escape from tempta- 
tion? Virtue could be translated man- 
liness, Hang meaning on each of the 
ideas mentioned here. Where are you 
along this step-ladder to effective 
fruitfulness? To make sure you will 
never fall what exactly does Peter 


expect you to do? 
3/ Romans 6:12-23 

Mortal and mortality are twins. 
It’s an open secret in the beginning 
and close of this passage: to die merely 
become a slave of sin. Which way 
do you bend, 13? If not under law but 
under grace is rather vague; ask your 
pastor to illustrate it for you. 
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CLATTER 
by CONRAD 


_ average luxuries 


Face it, you're gonna be forced to 
live on an “average income” all the 
days of your life; and an “‘average 
income’ doesn’t leave much moolah 
to squander. 

For you, most luxuries will remain 
on store-window or store-counter dis- 
play. You may goggle-eye them, and 
at times extend a burning day of un- 
Lutheran covetousness toward them, 
but unless you turn robber, you'll be 
forced to live without most of them. 

Therefore, we recommend that you 
begin right now to put a value-tag 
on everything. Youth is the best sea- 
son of life to develop a rating system 
of essentials and non-essentials. Serious 
thinking, now, will go a long way in 
preventing oodles of predicaments 
later. And in case you plan to get 
married, and just in case you hadn't 
heard, price-tags cause more marital 
headaches than sex problems. And the 
most _ difficult-to-cope-with — money 
problem is not knowing when to put 
on the spending brakes. Living within 
one’s income doesn’t come naturally. 

Let me illustrate. Here in Philly we 
have all sorts of neighbors. Some have 
planned wisely; others haven’t planned 
at all! One family—about the size, 
age, and income of ours—is always 
‘in the red.” The husband and wife 
chain-smoke. They puff away two car- 
tons of the closely-clipped weed each 


32 


week—that’s $260.00 a year on tl 
Pennsylvania cig market. 

The same twosome downs a ca 
of beer a week—that amounts to abo 
$218.00 a year. They throw two fir: 
class cocktail parties for a handf 
of associates each year, hitting ‘em f 
no less than $100 a throw. 

“These neighbors spend about $70( 
00 on up-the-chimney or down-th 
gullet pleasures which our fami 
gladly does without .We don’t smok 
we don’t drink. But we do enjoy 
tempered taste of luxury living < 
casionally. Most normal Christians d 

We like to read. We've got a go 
library that shelves between two ai 
three thousand volumes. The cho’ 
ranges from the Encyclopaedia B 
tannica to the book-market’s best be 
time stories for children. 

We are hi-fi fans. Here, again, a 
member of our family can enjoy | 
or her special styles of music. T 
off-springs may tune their listeni 
lobes to the “Obernkirchen Childrei 
Choir” or “Classics for Children” 
a batch of ‘Burl Ives’ Ballads.” 

The turn-table may be host to any 
“Beethoven's Nine Symphonies” 
served up by Toscanini and his 
horts. Or, if jazz is preferred, ther 
Benny Goodman’s ‘1938 Carne 
Hall Concert” or some of Art Tatut 
keyboard work. Or maybe the hc 
calls for RCA’s “Overtures in Spad 
or Angel’s “Berlioz Overtures.” : 

In our family, these are pleasu 
type values—luxuries if you care to 
that tag to them—which have been 
the planning stages for years. They 
values for which we have sacrifi 
many other less valuable pleasu 
And we've lived long enough to | 
it this way! 
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